
Our Journey into a New Decade

Quality Education acadEmy
 and Quality Education institutE



Quality Education Academy and Quality Education Institute is pleased to inform all of our students, parents, 
faculty and community friends about the wonderful new programs and projects that will take us into the new decade.  
Inside you’ll find a brief timeline of the awesome events and programs QEA and QEI has launched over the last 28 
years, and where we are headed for the future.  Quality Education Academy and Institute is creating a replicable, self-
sufficient, and wholesome community.

Below describes QEA’s journey to becoming one of the top Charter programs in the state of North Carolina.
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“Quality Education Schools Board of Directors are pleased to announce the appointment of 
Mrs. Tonya Bellanger as new CEO of its schools. She will serve in this position for both Quality 
Education Institute and Quality Education Academy.”

- Dr. Jefferson R. Caruthers Jr., QEI/QEA Board of Directors Chair

“I am excited about passing the torch to such a strong and capable leader in Tonya Oliphant 
Bellanger. The legacy of QEI and QEA is in great hands!”

- Simon Johnson, Co-Founder and former CEO of QEI/QEA

Tonya Oliphant Bellanger, a native of Winston-Salem, NC, 
graduated from R.J. Reynolds High School.  She received 
her bachelor’s degree in Information Systems and Operations 
Management from UNC at Greensboro and then obtained her 
MBA from East Carolina University.  While working as a Business 
Associate in the QEI/QEA Business Office, Tonya was promoted 
to Business Manager and subsequently promoted to QEI/QEA 
Chief Financial Officer. Mrs.Bellanger now brings over 10 years 
of dedicated service to her new role as CEO. 

Ushering in NEW Leadership for the future of QEI/QEA!
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“I always envisioned a school that would reach out to the community. 
That would do good, not just confined to a church … but for everybody. 
I hope it can expand all the way to include a junior college! ”

- Cloys Cecil, Visionary, Co-Founder, Former Minister of Carver Road Church
of Christ, and former QEI/QEA Board of Directors Chairperson

QUALITy EdUcATIoN 
INsTITUTE
Founded in 1992

QEI PErformancE
QEI scholars outperform their counterparts entering Kindergarten from all other entities. QEI scholars achieve one to 
three years higher in reading comprehension as measured by Reading 3-D, Lexia, and Istation. QEI started its adult 
education partnership with FTCC in 2002, so that parents could learn English and/or get their GEDs, as a support to their 
children learning at QEI and QEA Kindergarten. After years of achieving Four-Star status, QEI earned its first 5-Star Rating 
from the state of NC in 2006 - demonstrating the highest scores for program quality, environmental rating, and staff 
credentials. After opening its new state of the art building in August 2018, QEI hosts weekly extracurricular activities in 
drama, music, art, and dance through partnership with ArtistCorps, a program within the NC School of the Arts.

crEatIvE currIculum
Approximately 90% of all children who attend QEI graduate with the highest performance rankings on the Teaching Strategies 
Assessments (TSAs).  QEI students, though most qualify for federal economic support, consistently graduate and are ready 
to enter Kindergarten with basic readiness skills! QEI implements the Creative Curriculum and challenges scholars to read 
BEFORE entering kindergarten. Everyone can tell a Kindergartener who has graduated from QEI - she or he is already 
reading, writing, and understanding math concepts.
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5 STAR 
Childcare

Facility

TOP 14% of Head
Start and Early Head Start 
Centers in Forsyth County

Greater than 90% Exceed
Expectations on Teaching 

Strategies Pre-K Assessment

80+
students enrolled

One of the TOP 7 
Programs of Forsyth County

low Student-teacher ratios
 1:4 Early Head Start classes

1:13 Max Head Start classes



ExtracurrIcular ProgramS
New programming began in 2018 with QEI’s partnership with the School 
of the Arts’ ArtistCorps. While most schools are cutting funding for 
arts and athletic programs, QEI is expanding!  Students look forward to 
opportunities to participate in music, dance/gymnastics, cheerleading, 
and drama/theater. This program is developing Pre-K scholars’ self-
confidence, teamwork, and disciplines, while cultivating a love for the arts.

mEdIcal clInIc AND chIld and adult carE food Program (cacfP)
The CACFP program provides for nutritious meals for all 
children. Breakfast, lunch and snacks are provided free 
of charge every day, including the summer. The need for 
QEI is clear - many students rely on these meals each day. 
Many of QEI families’ economic needs are met through 
vouchers, free meals, and, in the future, medial support. 
QEI plans to partner with the Full Service Community 
Schools program to offer a full range of services to QEI 
students and parents. Brand new to NC in the coming 
year, QEI families will get what schools in places like 
New York and Pennsylvania have enjoyed for years - 
wellness, mental health, and medical support at the 
school site!

“I want everyone to know [QEA/QEI] is striving be 
one of the best schools [it] can possibly be - I want 
it to be recognized by the community. My grandkids 
went to QEI/QEA, and have gone on to accomplish 
great things - that’s what I always had in mind.”

- Cloys Cecil, Visionary, Co-Founder, former
minister of Carver Road Church of Christ, and 

former QEI/QEA Board of Directors Chairperson
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listen to recent interview 
with cloys cecil.

http://www.soundcloud.com/qeschools/interview-with-Mr-cloys-cecil


“It was always my vision for QEA to help graduates enjoy a good life…
as professionals or tradespersons…to appreciate the prestige of QEA!”

- James L. Covington, Former Headmaster and current
member of QEI and QEA Board of Directors

QUALITy EdUcATIoN 
AcAdEmy
Founded in 1997

QEa’S StEm Program
With the ever changing and globally-competitive fields of 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics, QEA 
launched the STEM program in 2012 to ensure that the children 
in our community would have the tools needed to succeed 
in the global job market - and not be left behind.

Our students are looking forward to coding via “Yes We 
Code” initiative, with our partners at the NC Center for the 
Advancement of Teaching.  This partnership is facilitated by 
Van Jones’ Dream Corps Tech. QEA plans to build a new 
aviation program in partnership with Sugar Valley Airport. 
Tuskegee Airmen Leroy Walker Jr. and Dick Lewis have agreed 
to support this new aviation program and give QEA scholars 
great exposure to STEM opportunities.

Exceeded 
Academic Growth 

2018-2019
100% 

College Acceptance

Achieved 92% - 100%
Graduation rate since 1st year

Over 600
Students Enrolled

87% of all graduates

are awarded  scholarship 
money 

1:16 
Student-Teacher Ratio

3 National Basketball Titles
20 Pro-League Basketball Players

since 2008

- 6 -



QEa athlEtIcS
Athletics program coordinators felt our children needed opportunities to learn 
teamwork, discipline, and healthy competition through organized sports.  From 
this vision our athletics program was born fall of 1997. QEA won the first Schools 
of Choice Athletic Association Championship  for  middle  school in 1999, and 
since 2008 our varsity basketball team has collected three national titles! After 
the inception of our athletics program, the following ten years brought:  QEA 
Coed Middle School Soccer (2006), High School Boys Basketball  (2008), High 
School Boys Soccer (2009), Boys & Girls Middle and High School Track, 
Cheerleading and High School Varsity Flag Football (2014), Women’s Varsity 
Volleyball, Women’s Soccer and High School Varsity Tennis (2015).

“QEA STEM focuses on the engineering design process and 
the use of science, math & technology as tools in problem 
solving. QEA uses the implementation of emerging 
technologies such as Virtual Reality, 3D Printing, and drone 
piloting to expose and prepare our advanced students to the 
STEM careers of the future.”

- Donald Sweeper, STEM Instructor

QEA joined the Greater Piedmont Independent Athletic Association and our football program is growing! You can see the 
QEA Pharaohs play at the David L. Lash Stadium located on the campus of Carver High School in Winston Salem.  Future 
programs include:  Varsity Baseball, Softball, Golf, Middle School Football, and Elementary intramurals. Athletic schedules 
are easy to find on the www.qeschools.org website.

“The QEA Football Program is an experience that will prepare 
our students mentally and physically for life as a collegiate 
student athlete. With our entire staff having college football 
playing experience, our students will be surrounded by men that 
have been where they are trying to go. We will give them the tools 
they need to not only be successful athletes, but more importantly 
successful scholars.” 

- Herb Miller, Head Football Coach

QEA added 11-man Varsity Football in 2018. It was always a dream to have a football team and on August 25, 2018 that 
vision came true! With his first year under his belt, Head Football Coach Herb Miller states: 
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BuSInESS and EntrEPrEnEurShIP
With gentrification and overwhelmingly underserved disenfranchised communities plaguing our country, QEA saw the need 
to empower our children with the necessary education & opportunities needed to become successful entrepreneurs and 
not just employees.  In order to teach the scholars to build self-sufficient communities where they could be economically 
independent, QEA launched their High School of Business and Entrepreneurship in 2007. Former CEO Simon Johnson 
enhanced the entrepreneurship program in 2009 with student mentoring using “Maximum CEO” and other leadership training 
materials. QEA has since established partnerships for mentoring for black and brown girls with Proctor and Gamble of Brown 
Summit, NC and Innovation Station, a 
local marketing firm of Greensboro, 
NC.  The intent of the program is to 
expose them to STEM related careers 
and to train scholars on providing 
extraordinary customer service for 
their future businesses. Scholars 
are excited about the 2020 Master 
Classes spearheaded by new High 
School Leader and entrepreneur 
Tony Howard in which they will 
get to learn straight from successful 
entrepreneurs. Scholars look forward 
to their continued college/university 
and business tours, as well as joining 
DECA, FBLA, and the National Business Honor Society.
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“QEA  High  School experience - based business and entrepreneurship model fits scholars in 2020 so 
QEA can transform their ideas into tangible enterprises, enable educational institutions and local 
Chambers of Commerce. This is to provide entrepreneurship programs for high schoolers, create a 
culture of innovation in the community and foster an entrepreneurial mindset in our community.”

- Tony Howard, MEd, High School Leader



lEt’s connEct

Quality Education Academy
 and Institute

our mISSIon
To maximize the educational potential of students 
by providing a stimulating educational environment 
that will develop each student’s intellectual, spiritual, 
emotional, physical and social potential to the 
fullest and to effectively educate and utilize parents, 
communities, and churches in the education of 
children.

our vISIon
To create a sustainable, educational organization 
that develops a replicable, self-sufficient, wholesome 
community.

our corE valuE
We raise the quality of life of everyone we touch.

Dr. Jefferson Caruthers, Jr., Board Chair
J. Luther Covington, Member
James Gadson, Member
Roy Oliphant, Member
Tonya Bellanger, Member

Adolphus Coplin, Member
John Foxworth, Member
Y. Nikki Hall, Member
Walter Weathers, Member

QualIty EducatIon acadEmy and InStItutE Board of dIrEctorS

Tonya Bellanger, Chief Executive Officer
Tanya Hinton, Chief Financial Officer
Ayshia Martin, K-2 School Leader
Nicole Stowe, Middle School Leader
Dineise Gibson, Early Education Director 

Marco Suarez, Chief Academic Officer
Antonio Stevenson, Director of Operations
Tamara Turner, 3-5 School Leader
Tony Howard, High School Leader
Mark Flowers, Early Education Administrator

QualIty EducatIon acadEmy and InStItutE lEadErShIP tEam

lIkE uS & follow uS contact uS

@qeschools

@qeschoolsnc

@quality-education-academy

@qualityeducationacademy

5012-D Lansing Drive 
Winston-Salem, NC 27105 

Phone: (336) 744-7138

www.qeschools.org
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